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and tacitly or explicitly undertakes to obey its rules. These rules
generally include submission of the minority to the wishes of the
majority. The voluntary nature of every act of every member is
clear from the fact that he can secede whenever the majority pass
a rule which is in conflict with his conscience. Mr. Stokes' reason-
ing is subversive of all corporate self-government. Every franchise
has some condition attached to it. As a rule there is opposition
from some to every form of restrictive franchise. May the oppo-
sers consider the restriction carried by the majority compulsion?
Obviously not. For if they may, then there can never be any cor-
porate activity.

When the new Congress creed was passed in 1920, there was
a minority that opposed it on principle and therefore seceded
when it was carried by a majority. Under the old creed many
more were kept out because they could not conscientiously sub-
scribe to it. In either case I hold that the majority had a right
to pass the rules. Whether in the one case the restriction was wise
and in the other relaxation was unwise is a matter of opinion.
And so in the matter of the present proposal to make hand-
spinning part of the Congress franchise may be bad policy and
may kill the very object that I have in view, but I submit that
there is nothing inherently wrong in it, that it is not wrong in
principle, that it is an unconscious misuse of language to call it
compulsion. On merits I have no misgivings. If hand-spinning
is an effective method of making India self-supporting it must be
made part of the franchise. It is the best way of expressing na-
tional will and determination.

Toung India, 13-11-1924

273.   NOTES
PUBLIC DEBTS
A correspondent writes:
You may be aware that a resolution, moved by Mr. C. Rajagopala-
chariar in the open Congress at Gaya in the year 1922 regarding the
repudiation of public debts that might be incurred by the Government
of India after 31-12-*22, was passed. It is needless to state that many
responsible men in the public life of our country are eager to know your
views on the resolution.
I am sorry to have to confess my ignorance of the resolution
in question.   But now that it has been brought to my notice, I